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PATIENT NAME: Jeannine Gaskill
DATE OF BIRTH: 01/19/1939
DATE OF CONSULTATION: 01/19/2022
REFERRING PHYSICIAN: Kevin Snyder, M.D.
REASON FOR CONSULTATION: Change in bowel habits.

HISTORY OF PRESENT ILLNESS: The patient is an 83-year-old female with past medical history outlined below who has been having some loose stool for about a month. The symptoms have been intermittent. It started almost four to five months ago and her symptoms have been alternating between diarrhea and constipation. About two months ago, her stool caliber was somewhat narrower. Denied any bleeding per rectum or melena. No history of any weight loss. No history of any abdominal pain, nausea, vomiting, hematemesis, dysphagia, or odynophagia.
Of note, she had COVID pneumonia in May 2021 and feels she could possibly have started noticing change in bowel habits since the COVID.
Her available labs were reviewed.

IMPRESSION: Change in bowel habits – mostly loose in consistency. This has improved. Differential diagnosis includes rule out diverticulosis versus infectious versus inflammatory etiology. As mentioned earlier, she did have COVID and has recovered completely. There is no family history of colon cancer. Other possibility includes likely adhesions from a history of hysterectomy. No family history of colon cancer.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. I am ordering stool studies to rule out any infectious etiology. She did have an antibiotic for urinary tract infection – i.e. cefdinir.

2. Unless otherwise indicated, followup appointment in about three to four weeks’ time and, once the stool test results are obtained, I will schedule her for colonoscopy.
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